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This is the record of a top-secret federal Cabinet decision on 26 July 1971 to withdraw Australian forces from Vietnam.  
This signalled a development in US policy—because at that time, neither the United States nor Australia had officially 
recognised communist China, an ally of North Vietnam.   
Cabinet considered that the United States might now speed up its own troop-withdrawal program. Cabinet accordingly 
decided to withdraw Australian troops on an accelerated timetable. It authorised Prime Minister William ‘Billy’ McMahon to 
make an early announcement that ‘looked towards’ withdrawal, but not to disclose the Cabinet decision. 
This document marks a major change—from participation to disengagement—in Australian Government policy about the 
Vietnam War… 
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In December 1972, the last Australian troops came home.  
Australia's participation in the war was formally declared at an end when the Governor-General issued a proclamation 
on 11 January 1973. The only combat troops remaining in Vietnam were a platoon guarding the Australian embassy in 
Saigon, which was withdrawn in June 1973. 
 

January marks the 50th Anniversary of 1973 proclamation of the end of Australian involvement 
in the Vietnam War. 
 

Source: National Museum Australia - About 60,000 Americans, 224,000 South Vietnamese and 1.3 million North 
Vietnamese soldiers and Viet Cong were also killed. Some 4 million Vietnamese civilians died in the war. 
 

While browsing further I found the following and extracted it – 
 

“Hon Stuart Robert - Member for Fadden (Qld), Liberal Party of Australia    
Fifty-nine thousand Australians served in Vietnam. It turned out to be a very costly war. 2,122,244 is the official number 
for those killed during the war. Over 3.65 million were wounded. There were 58,169 Americans killed and 11,465 of them 
were teenagers. There were 304,000 wounded. More than 74,000 French had been killed before the first Americans 
arrived in 1956. Australia lost 511 of its finest, and seven civilians were killed. Six more were missing in action, their 
bodies have now all been recovered. I give credit to the Labor government for ensuring that was finalised and occurred. 
There were 2,069 wounded. 
The average age of the combat soldier from Australia in Vietnam was 20 years old. The average Australian combat 
soldier saw 314 days of combat in a period of one year. That is a long time with a weapon in your hand. By comparison, 
the average Second World War soldier in the Pacific was 26 years old and saw, whilst it varied, about 40 days of combat 
in a period of a number of years. There were 444,000 North Vietnamese, over 220,000 South Vietnamese military 
personnel and over half a million civilians killed. 2,590,000 Americans, and over 59,000 Australians served in Vietnam 
and 6,700,000 tonnes of bombs were dropped compared with 2,700,000 tonnes dropped on Germany during the Second 
World War. Vietnam truly was a destructive period of combat.” 
 

Ed: I considered the above notes/extracts to be of interest, as this January marks 53 years since the cessation of 
Australian Involvement in the Vietnam War. I’ll add one comment – combat involvement. 
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TET 1968 - 3rd January – 28 September, 1968 – a time not to be forgotten… 
 

The following was extracted from Eyes & Ears in Vol 4 No 1 January, 2011 ... 
 

.  Tet Offensive – timeline... 

29 January 1968 Communist forces in South Vietnam launch what becomes known as the 
Tet Offensive, with concentrated attacks against every major city and 
regional centre. Although Tet costs the Communists 45-50,000 troops, it 
sows serious doubt in the minds of the Australian and American people 
and leads to major changes in government policy towards the conflict in 
South Vietnam. 

01 February 1968 Tet comes to Baria, the capital of Phuoc Tuy province. A Company of 3 
RAR and a troop of APCs fight a savage 24-hour battle to clear the town. 

 
The following are some of the newspaper headlines on the mornings of the 30th and 31st January, 1968... 

    
...at least the Melbourne “Age” gave it  

 
 

 
 
. The “Detachment Album Project” – This project is 
sponsored by the 131 Locators Association and is in need of some 
photographic and by-line input from our members/Readers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

. Insights and Recollections… 
This topic/s have raised so much interest – we’re still in the middle of some really great discoveries with some remarkable 
memories being brought to life. 
The series will continue on the receipt of more Insights and Recollections, so if you would care to contribute, 
please send your Insights and Recollections –         
                             Paul Dickson at - 131eyesandears@gmail.com 
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Ed – The following is a continuation of a series, commenced in June’s Eyes & Ears, taken from an unfinished 
book by Jeff Evans. Jeff gave the contents to Kevin Browning and he has made it available for us to publish in 
Eyes & Ears and to be archived on the Association’s website.  
 

NB – Please note that the contents are Jeff’s words and have not been edited/altered. You will see his “notes” 
and markings (eg. xxxxxxxxxxxxx etc) needing further attention by him and so on. Please accept the fact that 
Jeff was fastidious in his research and still had so much information to follow up on, which included research of 
documents and interviews with fellow Gunners. 
 

       "Gunners in Vietnam,          
                1965-1971" 
                                                                                                  

     aka by Jeff initially as –  
                “the book” 
                                                                                                                                              By Jeff Evans 
 

                                                                                                                               Edited by Paul Dickson  
                                                                                                                     in conjunction with Kevin Browning,  
 

                   Chapter 14 – A Continuation… 
 
Armour Article – extra comments (the Armour is mentioned earlier) … 
Article in Armour on Binh Ba. During this battle, the VC fired three rockets at Nui Dat from an area just north of the Binh 
Ba Rubber plantation. Precisely 60 minutes later another three were fired. They were all located by sound ranging. A 
remarkable film being recorded on each occasion. Rather than being a blip for when a gun went off the provided a 
continuous break on the film as the rocket noise was recorded. At the time, and I still believe, I thought they were fired 
electronically and to try and divert troops from the battle so the VC could escape. 
Comments made by Kevin Browning 
 

The Journal of the Royal Australian Armoured Corps Association (NSW Branch) Inc Building 96, Victoria Barracks, 
Paddington NSW 2021. web-site: www.black-berets.asn.au email:raacansw@defence.gov.au, tel: 9339 3209, fax: 9339 
2764 abn 49 709 547 198  

      ARMOUR ESTABLISHED 1946 Patron: Major General K W Latchford AO        
                                              September 2009 issue no. 457 President Col John Haynes OAM, Editor: Ron Baikie  
_______________________________________________________________________________________  

The Battle of Binh Ba  
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Elements of 5RAR and 4 Troop, 1 Armoured Regiment in action at Binh Ba (courtesy Roger Foote, 1 Armoured Regiment 
Association) B Squadron, 3 Cavalry Regiment also played a major role in the assault  
The Battle of Binh Ba 6 June 1969  
 

40th anniversary Article courtesy Department of Veteran’s Affairs www.vietnam-war.commemoration.gov.au  
 

In the years following the establishment of the Australian Task Force base at Nui Dat, the nearby village of Binh Ba was 
subject to several cordon and search operations but the insurgents continued to return to, and operate from the village.  
Living on Route 2, a major road that ran from Phuoc Tuy’s capital Ba Ria northwards into the neighbouring province, Binh 
Ba’s residents were accustomed to seeing military traffic passing through their village. 3  

  
Members of B Company, 5RAR, with armoured support, awaiting orders to commence the assault upon the enemy-
occupied village of Duc Trung, approx.500m north of Binh Ba....... Courtesy 5RAR Association  
 

On an early June morning in 1969 two Australian Centurion Tanks were making their way northwards along Route 2 
when they came under fire from a nearby house. The shot, believed by some to have been fired by a nervous soldier and 
by others to have been a deliberate provocation, had its effect. Within hours an Australian force sat just beyond Binh Ba 
awaiting the order to go in and clear the village. Ahead of them lay a battle of unexpected ferocity in a setting unlike 
almost any other experienced by the Australians in Vietnam.  
Less than 10 kilometres from Nui Dat, the village of Binh Ba and its hamlets—Duc Trung and Duc My—had been familiar 
to the Australians since the Task Force base was established in 1966. In August that year the village was the target of a 
cordon and search operation, Operation Holsworthy, in which the Australians apprehended a number of Viet Cong (VC) 
guerrillas and sympathisers. But Binh Ba’s proximity to Nui Dat did not ensure its continuing freedom from insurgents. 
Within two months a VC cadre and guerrillas were once again in residence, collecting taxes and recruiting.  
Cordon and search operations such as Holsworthy and Operation Caloundra, in early 1967, were fleeting. When they 
were over, the insurgents returned. In late 1967, they ambushed and killed two members of the Australian Army Training 
Team Vietnam just outside the village. Their activities were mostly covert, though. One VC soldier recalled his unit being 
divided into cells of a few men each and sent on a ‘proselytising mission’ to Binh Ba, during which they met their local 
counterparts in various village houses.  
The situation persisted into the middle of 1969, by which time Binh Ba’s security had been placed in the hands of local 
Regional Force soldiers. Neither the Task Force nor the South Vietnamese forces which had day-to-day responsibility for 
the village’s security had been able to rid the area of insurgents. That June morning, with one RPG round, they compelled 
the Australians to fight for Binh Ba. There are a range of reasons why the battle was initiated. Some believe that it was an 
attempt to relieve pressure being put on the North Vietnamese Army’s (NVA) 33 Regiment headquarters in the area to the 
north where 6RAR were operating. Others believe that it was part of a nation-wide offensive aimed at influencing peace 
negotiations which were then taking place in Paris; still others saw it as an attempt to gain credit for the soon to be 
announced withdrawal of some 25,000 United States troops from Vietnam. 5RAR’s Commanding Officer Lieutenant 
Colonel Colin Khan, who commanded the Australian force for much of the battle, believed then and continued to believe 
more than 30 years later that the attack on the  
Centurion was nothing more than the result of poor fire discipline by a ‘wayward soldier’.  
  

After the Centurion was hit, two Regional Force platoons were sent to investigate but were stopped by heavy fire from the 
village. The district chief requested support from provincial headquarters in Ba Ria, which in turn requested Australian 
assistance. Less than an hour later, Major Murray Blake, the officer commanding the Task Force’s ready reaction force—
D Company, 5RAR—attended a briefing at the Task Force headquarters. His orders were to mount a clearing operation 
of the village. Expecting to meet a couple of Viet Cong platoons, Blake told his company sergeant major that ‘there didn’t 
seem to be too much in this’. He elected to bring six newly arrived reinforcements along for the experience.  
The battle begins  
At 10:00 am Blake’s company left Nui Dat in armoured personnel carriers (APCs) commanded by Captain Ray De Vere of 
B Squadron, 3 Cavalry Regiment. With them was a  
composite troop of tanks from B Squadron, 1st Armoured Regiment, under the command of Second Lieutenant Brian 
Sullivan. While the Australians travelled the short distance between Nui Dat and Binh Ba, the local District Chief 



                                                                                                                                                          Page 7 of 25 
          

attempted to evacuate the civilian population and deployed his own troops, members of the Regional Force, into blocking 
positions to cut off the enemy’s escape.  
Half an hour after leaving Nui Dat, Blake’s force deployed about 300 metres to the south-east of Binh Ba and awaited 
clearance to move in. Sergeant Brian London, 10 Platoon’s acting commander, remembered pulling up on open ground 
before the village. Looking through the APC’s open hatch he saw thirty or forty people running ‘as if to make up a 
defensive position’. Seconds later RPG smoke trails headed towards him. Instinct demanded that he exit the APC—a hit 
from an RPG could have killed or wounded everyone on board—but he fought the urge and stayed. The armoured 
vehicles were just outside effective RPG range and their crews were already returning fire—the Battle of Binh Ba, known 
officially as Operation Hammer, was underway.  
Blake, meanwhile, was concentrating on the flurry of radio traffic coming through on about eight networks. The airwaves 
were busy with talk about who was in the village. Civilians, it turned out, remained and Blake instructed his men to take 
care and make sure their fire was aimed only at the enemy. It was, he said, a ‘big ask’ in a combat situation. He had also 
to consider how best to carry out the attack. Numbers were limited: D Company was badly depleted, with only seventy 
men from a normally full complement of 120 available. Between them Blake, De Vere and Sullivan decided on an 
armoured assault, believing that dismounted infantry would be too vulnerable to enemy fire. De Vere, the senior armoured 
officer, took command during this phase of the operation.  
By 11:20 the Australians were cleared to move in. The District Chief, wrongly believing the village to be free of civilians, 
told Blake, to ‘go in and do what you have to do.’ Binh Ba, a picturesque village with a well-ordered streetscape, solidly 
constructed houses and verdant, productive gardens would,  
he knew, soon become a battle ground. Approaching from the east the Australians advanced with tanks in the centre of 
the formation and the APCs on either side and to the rear. As they entered Binh Ba it became clear that not all of the 
civilians had been evacuated, so 11 Platoon was ordered to dismount and help the villagers to safety.  
Ahead of them, the tanks advanced slowly, moving cautiously between the rows of houses. Then two of them left in 
pursuit of enemy troops reported by the pilot of an observation plane to be moving through the nearby rubber. One was 
hit by two RPG rounds, wounding three of the crew, but the gunner, unable to traverse his turret, kept up a steady fire 
against the enemy whenever they crossed his line of sight. Still believing that they were facing just two Viet Cong 
platoons, the rest of the Australians continued into the middle of Binh Ba, now with just two tanks in support. In the village 
centre they came under a storm of fire. Murray Blake remembered seeing enemy everywhere, among them a heavy 
machine-gun crew wheeling their weapon into position before they were killed by fire from De Vere’s APC. This was no 
pair of Viet Cong platoons—the Australians had come up against NVA troops, a far stronger force than they had expected 
to meet. The noise of RPGs, small arms and machine guns, recalled Blake, was deafening,  
and the scene completely chaotic. Amidst the din, messages could only be reliably sent using hand signals or by runner. 
The tanks, meanwhile, were running low on ammunition and the Australians needed to extricate themselves from the 
village.  
Overhead a helicopter gunship fired rockets into an enemy occupied house. From above, the pilots saw tanks and APCs 
firing into the buildings while enemy troops ran between dwellings, some having escaped observation until they were 
seen from the air. A light fire team of two Bushrangers flew in, guided by De Vere’s directions to attack positions on Binh 
Ba’s southern side. Coming in low over the tanks, they fired rockets and miniguns into the enemy, clearing the way for the 
armour and D Company to make their way out. Every tank had been damaged by enemy fire, one so severely it was  
useless for further action. Sullivan, like the others, had been so heavily engaged that his tank left Binh Ba with its last 
round of canister loaded.  
The Australians had come through the chaotic fight without losing a man. Tanks and helicopters gave them fire 
supremacy, keeping the enemy from bringing the troop-laden APCs under effective fire. But these too were heavily armed 
and the armoured vehicles’ combined firepower proved decisive. The After-Action Report described the Centurions in 
particular as a ‘battle winning factor’. For some, however, it was a close call nonetheless. At one point during the fighting 
in the village square Sullivan saw the shock wave when an RPG round struck the neighbouring vehicle, wounding a 
crewman in the neck. An instant later he glimpsed the round of an RPG being fired at his own tank. He ducked but felt the 
sting of its tail fins grazing his back before it exploded against a nearby wall, peppering him with shrapnel. Fortune and 
fine margins sometimes meant the difference between life and death.  
The second assault Once the tanks were safely on open ground away from the village, 9 Squadron RAAF helicopters 
flew in replacement crewmen,  
evacuated the wounded, including Sullivan, and delivered fresh ammunition. D Company, having broken out of the 
village, lined up for a second assault, this time from the west and supported by fresh tanks from 4 Troop, B Squadron. As 
midday approached, B Company, 5RAR, was dispatched to assist D Company, at which point Lieutenant Colonel Khan 
took command of Operation Hammer, relieving 6 RAR’s Lieutenant Colonel David Butler.  
When they reached Binh Ba, B Company established blocking positions to the south and watched as flames rose from 
some buildings marking the scene of the most intense combat. They then moved through the rubber to block from the 
east. One group, moving along the plantation’s fringe, was seen by the tank crews who were still being resupplied, and 
brought under machine-gun fire. Then an officer ran over and identified the figures in the rubber as Australians. The firing 
stopped before anyone was hit.  
Supported by APCs and tanks, the dismounted assault force, now back under Blake’s command, divided into house-
clearing teams of two to three men and advanced on the village. Fire from the first row of buildings hit Private Wayne 
Teeling, one of the morning’s reinforcements, in the neck. Two men dragged his body from the line of fire, but nothing 
more could be done for the 21-year-old, killed in his first action. Climbing up to the hatch of a nearby tank, Brian London 
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had the crew commander fire a high explosive round into the building from which the fatal shot had come. Inside the ruins 
the Australians found the bodies of six enemy soldiers.  
Similar actions, localised fights involving small groups moving from house to house, were being fought all along the 
closest rows of dwellings. Fire came at the Australians from the doors and windows, from any vantage point that offered 
the enemy cover. By now it was clear from the uniforms that some of the dead included NVA soldiers as well as Viet 
Cong. That explained the heavy weapons seen that morning and the surprising intensity of the fighting in Binh Ba.  
To dislodge the enemy, D Company’s house-clearing teams would fire until a tank could get into position. Once the door 
had been blasted in or a hole put through a wall with high explosive, the tank crews fired canister through the hole, 
sweeping the inside with hundreds of steel projectiles. Then the infantrymen went  
in, clearing the houses room-by-room and throwing grenades into the bunkers dug by the villagers for shelter and now 
being used as cover by enemy troops. Sometimes there were terrifying close-quarter fights inside the shattered buildings.  
For most of the Australians the fighting in Binh Ba was unlike any that they had yet encountered. An ungainly acronym, 
MOUT (military operations in urban terrain), described the experience. They were fighting in a populated area, people’s 
homes were destroyed and civilian lives were  
lost. But for the Australians’ bravery and discipline, many more of Binh Ba’s inhabitants might have been killed or injured. 
More than once, when there was doubt about whether those in their sights were enemy combatants or civilians trying to 
flee the maelstrom, the assaulting troops held their fire, exposing themselves to mortal risk. These life and death 
decisions were often made by the company’s youngest soldiers—twelve of the twenty-one rifle sections sent into the 
action were led by privates.  
Many of the NVA soldiers fought to the death. Others removed their uniforms, discarded their weapons and tried to 
escape alongside the civilians still seeking to flee the battlefield. When the fight was about an hour old B Company 
dispatched a platoon to screen the civilians escaping to Binh Ba’s north. Among them were two Viet Cong passing 
themselves off as non-combatants and another, nursing a head wound, who surrendered under the Chieu Hoi program, 
whereby the VC who gave themselves up were promised safety and good treatment. All three were taken prisoner along 
with another VC captured  
to the east of Binh Ba. At one point Ray De Vere watched as a man came out of the village, his raised hands exposing 
the webbing under his shirt. De Vere pointed at the incriminating piece of kit. The would-be escapee shrugged and 
smiled before surrendering.  
The battle winds down  
By the evening of 6 June, the fighting had died down. An exhausted D Company and Armoured Corps personnel took up 
a defensive position for the night. Binh Ba, however, was still not secure. Late in the afternoon, while the fighting in the 
village continued, B Company set up a harbour on the edge of the nearby rubber plantation. A gentle rain began to fall, 
just enough to make the night uncomfortable. All was quiet until 3:20 am on 7 June, when an Australian platoon killed two 
enemy troops as they tried to escape to the south.  
B Company’s Bill O’Mara, from 6 Platoon, spent the night taking his turn on sentry duty and then sleeping. Early the 
following morning he was awakened by the sound of shooting. The sentries had noticed troops moving through the rubber 
in assault formation. Thinking at first that the approaching figures were from D Company, they soon recognised them as 
enemy and let fly. O’Mara recalled seeing the flash from incoming RPGs and the sound of shrapnel hitting the rubber 
trees above his head. No Australian was hit, and when some of the platoon went over to where the NVA had been there 
was no trace, not a single blood trail. O’Mara thought that everyone had fired too high.  
At 7:00 am a company of NVA were seen heading towards Binh Ba. B Company opened fire and the enemy fled. When 
the Australians swept the area, they found a body and blood trails indicating that six others had been wounded. An hour 
later a section of APCs travelling north towards Duc Trung came under RPG fire and a large group of enemy troops were 
seen moving between houses. The 5RAR Assault Pioneer Platoon, although readied for action, were not needed in the 
hamlet and moved to form a blocking force to Binh Ba’s north-east. Local Regional Force troops went into the hamlet and 
found the NVA had gone.  
Just before 10:00 am the Australians—D Company; 5 Platoon from B Company; two combat engineer teams from 1 Field 
Squadron, along with the tanks and APCs—lined up for another sweep of Binh Ba. They had to make sure that no more 
NVA or Viet Cong had infiltrated the village during the night and flush out any who remained from the previous day. By 
midday the western half of the village was clear; the enemy was gone. The search was then handed over to Popular 
Force troops who swept the eastern half of the village.  
Binh Ba was quiet, but shortly afterwards fighting flared again in Duc Trung. The Regional Force company, having earlier 
found the hamlet empty, was being overrun. Artillery fire from 105 Battery began falling among the enemy troops, a light 
fire team flew in support and B Company prepared to go in with the APCs. They lay in a line amidst the trees, every man 
facing the village, weapons at the ready. On command the line rose and spread out between the APCs, moved in from 
the south, covering the hundred metres or so of open ground before the hamlet without incident. In front of them the tanks 
approached Duc Trung in extended line, but not a living soul remained in the southern part of the village. The damage, 
wrote Bill O’Mara ‘had been well and truly done’. In the north, enemy troops were mingling with civilians. Wanting to avoid 
casualties among the villagers, the Australians left the task to local Popular Force troops.  
Pursued by shell fire and helicopters, the enemy withdrew to the north-west. They left behind six dead and a series of tell-
tale blood trails. Perhaps these unfortunate men were those buried later in the day by O’Mara and another soldier. He 
recalled being detailed to bury six enemy dead, a ‘grisly task’ during which he noticed that they were wearing the black 
clothes of the VC rather than the NVA khaki.  
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The night of 7 June also passed without contact and a final sweep the following morning confirmed that the enemy had 
gone. A few hours later the men who had fought the battle returned to Nui Dat. Australian Civil Affairs personnel  
were already in Binh Ba when they left. Hours of heavy fighting, from street to street, house to house and finally even 
room to room, had destroyed much of the village. The villagers returned to find that large holes had been blown through 
the walls of many houses, and in others the door was gone; the wreckage told of violent combat and the weight of 
firepower directed against those inside.  
The Australians in Binh Ba had been lucky: Teeling was the only man killed. Many years later his niece, Sandy, visited 
Vietnam. She dropped a rose quartz crystal, given to her by Teeling’s widow, Carolyn, in Halong Bay as a gesture of 
respect to an uncle she probably never knew. One loss in a battle of such ferocity must be considered fortunate, but for 
those who knew and loved that individual, the death remains a tragedy. The same tragedy befell many Vietnamese in 
Binh Ba. Casualty figures vary, but it seems that more than 100 VC and NVA, possibly many more, lost their lives in the 
battle. Several South Vietnamese soldiers were also killed in the fighting. To the engineers, plant operators from 1 Field 
Squadron and 21 Engineer Support Troop, fell the unpleasant task of digging a mass grave in which to bury the enemy 
dead.  
Sadly, a number of villagers also lost their lives during the battle. In such a confused, intense fight no amount of care 
could have prevented civilian casualties. Houses and vegetation limited the field of vision and some of the enemy, 
members of a VC guerrilla unit rather than the NVA, were hard to distinguish from Binh Ba’s residents. During the latter 
part of the first day’s fighting, some NVA troops discarded their uniforms for civilian clothes making it more difficult for the 
Australians to make the distinction. However, much they lamented the loss of civilian lives, and it is clear from veterans’ 
writings and interviews that this has weighed heavily on some, those who fought at Binh Ba should also be proud that 
their efforts, often at great personal risk, prevented a far greater loss.  
The 1st Armoured Regiment, the 3rd Cavalry Regiment and The Royal Australian Regiment were all awarded a battle 
honour for Binh Ba. A number of individuals were also recognised for their bravery. The village, left in ruins, was rebuilt 
and today Binh Ba stands, as it did forty years ago, beside the rubber plantation from which many residents still derive 
their income. The old market place in the village centre now hosts a memorial complex dedicated to the 33rd NVA 
Regiment, many of whose soldiers died in the battle. The village has grown and newer buildings adjoin Route 2, 
obscuring the old and making Binh Ba appear very different to the place that for two days in June 1969 was the scene of 
a fierce battle.  
 
Bill Finlay, TFAI Office Sgt, Cracker Minor 

 “Recollections of My time with Det 131 Div Loc Bty SVN 66/67 
The account of the way things were in the early days of the Detachments occupation of Nui Dat with the rest of the task 
force are ok but I think some of the details of the work done in the TF arty int office could be included. As you know I was 
the first arty int Sgt and feel I could add a few significant aspects of the work that went on and some results which have 
been overlooked in favour of the non-working Radars and the role of the LPs, it should be borne in mind that the LPs 
answered to Cracker and were deployed and supervised by him and Cracker Minor (me). I recall many occasions visiting 
the LPs to oversee their set-up and hopefully give advice on how they might improve their effectiveness.  
It became apparent soon after our arrival that the main threat was the Chicom 82mm Mortar. From information, available 
it was determined that the enemy was not a very sophisticated gunner and that the tubes used to fire the mortars were of 
a fixed elevation because the range that they were fired from seldom varied and some physical feature was used as an 
aiming point, for example a track or tree line or creek line etc was always pointing along the line of fire.  It would follow 
from this that there was no survey capability whatsoever.  On reading interrogation reports from the various sources 
available to us it was learnt that the distance to the target was paced out by a local under the guise of looking for his 
buffalo or family etc.  Knowledge of the firing table for the 82mm Mortar and Crater Analysis soon told us where to expect 
fire to originate from.  This became the Basis of the CB fire plan which was distributed to all gun positions, some of these 
targets were included in each nights’ H and I missions. This information was also a major consideration when Line Alpha 
was created around the Task Force area. 
Arty Int staff examined aerial photos, picto maps and intelligence reports to pick out locations which were likely mortar 
positions inside line Alpha (quite a few as you can imagine) and this became the CB fire plan. 
Results of the counter Mortar fire on the eve of Long Tan proved how effective this fire plan was, one firing position was 
discovered with blood trails and ruined recoilless rifles, and as no recoilless rifle rounds were taken in the TF area it 
appears they were neutralised before firing a round.  
One incident I recall still pleases me when I think of it today.  I was called out to conduct crater analysis at an ARVN 
outpost to the north of Nui Dat after it was mortared the previous evening, I found approx 20 craters in excellent condition 
and after examination I was able to suggest a grid ref of the firing point.  I was delighted the next day when I received a 
message from the Aussie Adviser stationed at the outpost that the position indicated was spot on and they had 
discovered the tube and a cache of ammunition nearby.  The downside was that whenever I was required to conduct 
crater analysis in that area again, most of the craters were tampered with to recover the tail fins and fuses for keepsakes.  
The adviser informed me that one bomb had not detonated on impact and I was interested to see for sure that it was 
82mm and perhaps gain more information from it and asked to see it, I was horrified to see that one of the ARVN soldiers 
was using the UXB to drive in star pickets. However, upon examination I saw that it had been fired without a fuse and 
often wondered how the person who carried the bomb all the way down the Ho Chi Min trail would feel if he  
knew that some dope had forgotten to put a fuse in before it was fired. 
At that time the TF was on a set price deal with the US for supply of Ammunition (this later changed) and I remember one 
night we received a Lightrep from Big Al Thompson who was perched on top of Nui Dat hill in his LP, the CO was in Arty  



                                                                                                                                                          Page 10 of 25 
     

Tac at the time and ordered a fire mission because the report put the light inside line Alpha, six rds FFE were ordered  
from the Regt, Big Al was the observer and corrected the fall of shot and Repeat was ordered, the light was extinguished 
and  the Regt had expended  216 rds of ammo. Col Burge was not afraid of using the resources available to him.  The 
LPs from time to time reported Dogreps, lightreps and any sort of rep you could think of, it was a monotonous job most of 
the time. 
I hope some of this information is useful to you and I would be happy to discuss any aspect with you if you care to contact 
me. 
Time “Flash to Bang” 
When a Gun or Mortar Fires there is a muzzle flash and a distinctive low frequency sound produced.  An observer who 
sees the Flash can start a stopwatch and depending on the distance to the weapon that fired, the sound will arrive at his 
position at a later time, if the observer then stops his watch he will have what is known as time Flash to Bang.  As we 
know from our knowledge of the principles of using sound ranging, the speed of sound can be used to establish the 
distance to its source. In practice in the Arty Int office the figure of 333m/s was used or 1000m for every 3 seconds when 
a Listening Post reported time Flash to bang (Kilo on the Mortrep/shellrep if memory serves.)  If this is combined with the 
bearing reported by the LP (which is reliable due to the flash being visible) a fairly accurate Location can be obtained, 
map and air photo inspection can further refine the Location. 
The paragraph describing Flash to Bang in the book (bottom of page 57) would appear to be somewhat off the mark.  The 
only way timing could be used to determine time of flight is if the observer was aware of which flash caused which 
explosion and both would need to be in view. 
The example I used when describing Flash to Bang to students was the delay associated with thunder and lightning, see 
the lightning flash and start counting as you wait for the thunder to arrive, as you know, the shorter the wait , the nearer 
the lightning.   
The reasons for and the development of line Alpha by TF HQ in 66 have been discussed in other publications, but you 
can be assured that information provided by the TFAIO and his staff were of significant value.  To the best of my 
recollection line Alpha around the task Force area was an exclusion Zone that no local could enter after dark, all the local 
population were moved to new locations but were allowed to work their fields etc during the day.  Anybody inside Line 
Alpha outside the curfew was considered hostile and treated accordingly.  Generally, Line Alpha was drawn at just 
beyond the range of the 82mm Mortar. The excellent Documentary on the battle of Long Tan which was screened a few 
years ago gives more info on the establishment of Line Alpha.  My copy is still in good nick if you would like to look at it 
sometime. 
I have just received your email and will address some of the questions you raised Keith. 
Day Diaries and Logs. 
I think the reason for lack of detail in 131 records is the way we were deployed. As you know the Arty Int office was 
located in the Regt Tac Office (Arty Tac) at TF HQ for easy access by the TF Comd (Jackson) and The CO (Cubis then 
Burge). The TFAIO was incorporated in the Duty Roster of Arty Tac so I believe most of the significant entries were made 
in Arty Tac diaries and Logs. If these could be made available I’m sure you would find what you are looking for. 
The Arty Int Office started out with 2 persons on a shift, sig and opcp this was later reduced to one with someone else on 
call if needed.  Persons were rotated between LP’s and Arty Int on a fairly regular basis, as time went on as you can 
imagine personal conflicts arose and there was a need to change places just to overcome monotony and to settle the 
nerves. Dave Doyle’s LP was located with 5RAR and he always went on Operations as an add-on to the FO’S group. His 
personnel were changed more than the others. 
In summary, I think CB/Arty Int was an interesting job, you were happy to do nothing because it meant nobody was being 
hit, but you had better be ready when you were called upon to do the job you were trained for. 
I cannot supply any photos, because, all mine were destroyed by an unfortunate fire in 1981 when we were moving back 
to Sydney after my posting to Canberra was completed, would sure like to get hold of a few if you can help. 
Nominal Roll of Arty Int Personnel (I Think??) - 
Bill Finlay, Brian Campbell, Tom Checkley, Dave Doyle, Des Bury, Gerry Carroll, Keith Dean, Bob(Shorty)Gow, Benny 
Lombardo, Ray Minns, Big Al Thomson, Nev Hastings, Ralph(Pressel)Pearce, Vic Moreau, Dave Martin, Jock 
White(Bob). 
 I know there must have been a few more but these are all I can remember. 
Incidentally, you mentioned operation Hayman Island, this was memorable for two reasons: Firstly, it was the one and 
only time members of Arty Int (in my time anyway), came under small arms fire. We were actually putting up the CP tent 
at the time and found it rather distracting ha ha. Secondly, it was when the ongoing feud between Lt Col Cubis and Brig 
Jackson came to a head and resulted with the CO 1Fd Regt being relieved of His Command. In fact, I was the person 
who conveyed the Brig’s compliments to the CO, and would he report to the Brig’s tent, His reply and the last words I ever 
heard him say were “Oh Shit”. 
I hope you find this of some interest Keith, and I think it has done me some good to “go there again” as it were, I have not 
been willing to talk much about it over the last few years.  
Bill Finlay, 2002.” 
 

…more recent communication extracts… 
 

In February 2011 Jeff Evans got in touch with Keith Ayliffe and here’s what he got in contact with –  
“Hi Paul, 
I am sure we have never met, so a brief intro.  Name is Jeff Evans, and I was the last Survey Section Comd in SVN with 
Kevin Browning as the Svy Sgt.  It was to have been Sgt David Doyle, but he was blown up by the VC planted mine, so 
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Kevin filled in post haste.  I floated in and out of the Loc world for a number of years as an instructor and writing pams etc, 
and ended up as BC 131; perhaps the best two years of my life, but that is another story. 
I have been communicating (recently) with Keith Ayliffe whom I first met in 131, Holsworthy, I think, and I think we last 
met in SVN when Keith and a subbie mate of mine called Tony Ayerbe came over with EVA to calibrate the guns of the 
regt.  (Notice the “I thinks’' - the memory is not what it used to be.) 
 Anyway, I was asking Keith if we could swap information and ideas, and also, I wanted to interview Keith for a book I 
have committed to. The book will be called, "Gunners in Vietnam, 1965-1971" and is aimed at recording 'how' we 
worked, 'where' we worked, who we communicated with, and essentially answer the statement, "how the gunners did it in 
Vietnam".   
I had asked Keith for some contacts in the Loc world, for people to interview for the book, and he said 'Eyes and Ears' 
was the go as there were some 270 people who got a copy each month. I thought it a great idea, and so thought I should 
write to the 'boss' and see if we can do business?  Keith said you were the boss, so here we are. 
I figure this book must cover the whole gunner establishment from CO's, BC's, CP's, FO's, Gun Dets, TFAIO's, Sect 
Comd's, Rdr Ops, Surveyors, Sensor Ops, and the cooks, bottle washers, Q staff, caterers, drivers, and the RP's.  It 
needs to be warts and all, with the good and the bad, the sackings, the fraggings, the attempts at fragging, the mistakes, 
the accidents, the deaths and the honours and awards. This book should be 'the whole truth and nothing but ...' for our 
time in SVN.  I just hope I can do it justice. 
 So Paul, I am wondering if I may use Eyes and Ears as a vehicle to contact ex-locators who would be interested in being 
interviewed.  I want to interview a wide spectrum of guys, from all years (1965-1971) if possible, to see how they were 
employed, what went right, and wrong, where they served, with whom and the 'stories' of their 'adventure'. If I don't have 
the stories, the book is a flop. It needs to relate to everyone who was there, even if I can't mention by name everyone 
who was there. 
 If you were to agree, I would be happy to write an article for the Newsletter, explaining what I need, and we can take it 
from there.  It will be about 12 months before I am in a position to get to people for interview (I am based in Sydney), but I 
will get there, eventually. 
 What do you think? Regards, Jeff Evans” 
Ed – the answer was of course a definite “yes”. 
 

E&Es Oct 2010 
. Jeff Evans has a couple of questions... 
“Hi Paul, 
 As promised, three questions for the first bunch of surveyors in Vietnam.  This is what I have written, with extracts from, 
or based on, the Det 131 Commander's Diary Reports. 
 1.  "CAPT Townley with 18 soldiers, accompanied with the equipment on HMAS Sydney, while the remainder of 
the detachment flew Qantas with 1 Fd Regt main body."  
          First question - were surveyors included in the 18 in the Advance party?  If so, any idea how many? 
 2.  "While the first six months were quite haphazard for the surveyors, the New Year brought plenty of work.  Seven Fire 
Support Bases (FSB) were surveyed in the month of January, with five reaching theatre grid, while two were supplied with 
theatre orientation."   
         Second Question - does anyone have any idea what the names of the 7 Fire Support Bases were?  They 
were before 102 deployed first to FSB Arrow and FSB Herring in February 67.  It was also before the big 
deployment to the south of Horseshoe, as part of Operation Portsea, by 6 batteries, as follows: 
 “supplied control to a further six battery centres for: 
·         A Bty 11 Armoured Cavalry Regt US Army, 
·         161 Fd Bty RNZA,  
·         A Bty, 2nd 35th Bn US Army 
·         A Bty 1st 83rd Bn US Army, and  
·         101 Fd Bty RAA”.  
(Yeah, I know there is only 5, but I am quoting the Op Report.) 
 

3. “members provided assistance to Topo Survey section in an experimental scheme to show the feasibility of a Heli-
borne satellite station for long distance survey.  Due to faulty equipment, the scheme was not completed”. 
         Third Question - This is all that is said in the Op Report; I am guessing that it was a chopper hovering over 
battery centre, and being observed by Theodolites from at least three Trigs, to conduct an 'Intersection' onto the 
chopper.  Can anyone enlighten me please???  
Something in the back of my mind tells me that this 'type' of idea was trialled with a hydrogen balloon, tethered 
to battery centre???  Again, any clues??? 
         The other possibility is that it was the commencement of what became known as a Airborne 
Intersection/Resection Scheme; three known points, four hover points, and the unknown point at battery 
centre??? 
Looking for answers to all three questions for the book I am writing called "Gunners in Vietnam 1965-1971" 
Any help would be greatly appreciated.  I don't mind if you wish to reply direct.  No hurry; take your time. 
Regards, Jeff Evans” 
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E&Es 2011 
. Jeff Evans picked up on an email by Brian Cleaver in last month’s E&E’s and sent his to him... 
“Hi Brian, 
 I picked up your request for info on Coral etc from our Newsletter.  I was not well enough to address the question then, 
and now, when I re-read it, I see you were looking for information which could be used 'sometime in November'. 
Are you still interested? 
Regards, Jeff Evans” 
...Brian replied with... “Hi Jeff, I am Flying out on Tuesday 4th January to continue the search for the 42 NVA Soldiers 
who were KIA at Balmoral on 28yh May 1968. I will be working together with Col. Dowds, Australia's Military in Hanoi, the 
Vietnamese Govt and the Vietnamese Peoples Army's MIA Division. 
If you have any information at all regarding the 42 MIA's at Balmoral, or, the 30+ missing NVA at Coral, please forward it 
to me at this same email address. All information helps put the pieces together. I am very eager to see what you have. 
Best regards, Brian.” 
...Then Jeff got back with some really interesting info...  
“Hi Brian, 
Sorry, but I have nothing on Balmoral; there were no 'gunners' based there. 
 For Coral, Lex McAuley tells us that there was a mass grave was right next to the LZ.  In "The Battle of Coral", McAuley 
relates the tale (on p186 of the hardback) of Lt John Crossman, hitching a ride from Vung Tau to Coral on a Chinook, and 
he has a really bad case of dysentery.  As soon as the chopper lands at Coral, Crossman runs a few metres from the 
back door to drop his trousers and relieve him.  He says, "I wonder what all the soldiers thought of me, because right 
alongside there was a trench into which they were throwing the bodies of the NVA killed in the attack".  This was the 
morning of 16 May 1968, after the second attack.  (Have just spoken to Bob Lowry, told him this story of Crossman, and 
he said the problem with LZ's was that there were three or four, and they did 'move' as the base expanded and other units 
arrived. 
 1.  Logic says this has to be a second mass grave; I can't see anyone reopening a prior mass grave to add to it, nor 
leaving it open for future kills to be added.  (Both Bob Lowry and Ian Ahearn confirm this was the second grave near the 
Chinook LZ.) 
2.  The guy who oversaw the burials at Coral was most probably MAJ John Keldie, but he passed away some 6-7 years 
ago.  So, John Crossman may be of assistance - I have a friend trying to track him down, and will get back to you if we 
can find him. 
3.  I know several of the members of 102 Bty who may be able to shed some light on the subject of one/two burial 
sites.  (Just spoke to Ian Ahearn, who was the GPO, and he says he gave all his info to the previous Attaché, including 
Grid Reference to the first grave, but he can't pinpoint the second, other than to say it was in front of A Coy, 1 RAR, and 
that the gunners loaned them the bulldozer to dig the hole.) 
 I note your interest in a 'senior officer', despatched from Australia to 'oversee burials'.  In my research for a book I am 
writing on the gunners, I have read some 30+ books, and I have not seen any reference to someone being dispatched to 
'oversee burials'.  It just does not make sense.  It might make better sense to have someone on staff at 1ATF to oversee 
burials, IF we were into recording the site, the number of bodies, the time and date, the grid ref, etc.  But I don't think we 
were that organised, otherwise you would have been able to access these records, surely? 
 I did not realise (but should have); that your investigation has been going on for three odd years, so my few words is not 
going to contribute much. 
 However, I wish you luck with it all. Best regards, Jeff Evans” 
...Ed couldn’t help himself and got this off to Jeff 
“Jeff, A very interesting reply, though I am a bit confused by tour opening statement to Brian as to "there were no 
'gunners' there".  
Can you clarify that for me please? Paul” 
To which Jeff replied -  
“Hi Paul, Balmoral was not a 'Fire Support' Base as it had no gun battery in place.  It was a 'Patrol Base' for the battalion, 
with their mortars (four only), and four Centurion Tanks in support.  And they had their gunner Forward Observers with 
them, but no guns. 
When the Battalion established Balmoral, the guns remained at Coral; hence, 'there were no gunners there'. Jeff” 
...Jeff finished with this to Ed... 
“This effort, of finding NVA mass graves or smaller, has been going on for some three years now.  There are US Vets 
Associations also doing the same thing - attempting to help the Vietnamese find their Missing in Action - the estimate is 
300 000 missing. Jeff’ 
Ed – this is the part I love about E&E’s – getting interesting topics discussed. 
 

E&Es Aug 2011 
. Ed picked up on an article in June’s E&Es by Ernie Newbold with regards to Locators arriving in SVN in ’71 and being 
transferred to 12 Field Regt. immediately in some cases.  
Well, as usual, I couldn’t help myself so I sent the following off to Jeff Evans for comment –  
“Jeff, In June's issue of E&Es I mentioned a topic raised by Ernie Newbold as to Locators arriving in SVN and some only 
being in the Detachment for what it looks like only one day then being transferred to 12 Field Regt. All of this appears to 
have happened after August 1971 and I'm aware that the reasons would have been the Det's winding up. 
However, I was wondering and in awe of your extreme wisdom (ah, that should work!) if you would have any knowledge 
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of this occurrence and if yes, can you answer a couple of questions it begs and add any more comments - 
a) Would it be more than likely that the guys when they were with 131 were trained as Arty Signallers?  
b) Being seconded to a 12 Field Regt on arrival or shortly thereafter, would they have returned to Aus with that unit and 
spent their remaining time with it?  
c) Would they be designated as 12 Field Regt members for service records etc? 
They're possibly the questions in the main that arise. 
I look forward to any response you may be able to come up with. Paul” 
…and Jeff got back to me with… 
“Hi Paul, Wisdom, I may have some; Memory, well that's another matter altogether???   
Have copied Kevin B in on this as his memory is better than mine, and he may be able to correct my distorted memory. 
 Yes, I saw the reference to 'postings', and I think you will find that, in the main, we are talking about postings to 12 Fd 
Regt.   
 As I recall, Det 131 was folded in about June 1971 (if I could just find my AAB 83) I would be able to confirm the date, but 
it has turned up lost at present. Always happens just when you need something - it turns up lost!!! 
 At that stage, we had the 'el supremo' Surveyors of course, a bunch of Sensor operators (ex Radar Ops perhaps), and I 
think some Arty Int guys in Arty Tac - what used to be the FSCC. But Tim Ford (the OC) and the DSM both came 
home and there may have been some gunnies as well, not sure.  I do know the surveyors were posted to 12 Fd, as I was, 
and so was Kevin B, the Svy Sgt, and I came home as a member of 12 Fd Regt, and stayed there for a further year 
(1972, at beautiful downtown Ingleburn) before being posted to the School in 1973.  I would think that the surveyors, 
sensor and Arty Int guys returned as members of 12 Fd, and were discharged or served on from there in 12 Fd. 
 I have found a small reference to events of the time - "Since the withdrawal of Det 131 Div Loc Bty, the entire 
responsibility for gun survey data now rests solely with the Regimental Survey Section. It has therefore become essential 
for the regimental Survey Officer and all members of his Section to be fully competent in all the duties...etc.”  This was in 
a Report included in the Commander's Diary (12 Fd Regt), for Jul 71.  There was nothing in the 'daily' reporting in the 
Diary to show when the withdrawal of Det 131 occurred. 
Does this help? Regards, Jeff” 
...then there comes Kevin Browning’s (Grandfather extraordinaire) response - 
“Jeff and Paul, 
 Sorry for delay but have been doing the grandfather bit. 
 Paul, 
The only way we could get a clear and accurate answer to your questions would be to ask the individuals themselves.  I 
cannot give an official date for the disbandment of the Det but July is mentioned in the 12 Fd Regt History. But the actual 
date could be closer to 1 Aug but the only people remaining in the Detachment at that time were those destined for RTA. 
John Tickle was BQMS and would have been responsible for closing down the Q account. John RTA’d on 13 Aug. Tim 
Ford was OC and he RTA’d 5 Aug, Norm McManus was DSM and he RTA’d 19 Aug. I was transferred to 12 Fd Regt 30 
Jun as were a number of the Det’s troops. The surveyors were transferred and became part of the 12 Fd Survey Sect, 
actually those of the Det survey section that remained became the backbone of the 12 Fd sect and we received about six 
surveyors from the 12 Fd Sect (they had been in the command post since arriving) who we had to train up in their survey 
skills. 
I would suggest that those who were posted to the Det for only one day were surplus to Det needs and were transferred 
to a Gun Battery/HQ Bty, there were a number in Aug 70, and a year before the Det came home. I think they could have 
been posted as Radar operators but the radars went home. Sorry I do not have the time to go through everyone but if you 
look up the DVA Vietnam Roll and key in the individual’s service number you can see those who were transferred to a 
Regt and when they came home. eg Norm Jones was with 131 4-5 May 71 5 May to 1 Dec with 12 Fd. Laurence Darcy 
was with 12 Fd Regt 5 Feb -18 May 71 and 131 19 May to 5 Aug 71. 
 Where people went when they returned would have depended on many factors. Nasho’s, who knows, most would have 
taken discharge. Regs well I was posted to 12 Fd as Svy Sgt in Vietnam, though they had a survey sergeant, not survey 
trained, and on posting in Vietnam I was actually asked by the BC A Bty to become his BC Ack which I thanked him for 
but declined, on RTA I went straight back to 131.  
 Hope this helps at least a little Regards Kevin” 
...Ed – Well I guess that turns the light bulb on a bit – Ernie Newbold added a bit more with the possibility that the 
blokes, who were transferred, would have gone to similar roles in the Field Regiment such as signallers, survey etc and 
not as crew on the guns. 
The book continues next month with “Chapter 15 – “Jeffrey Bruce Evans” – a personal side... 
As the series continues, you are invited to submit your own recollections and as Kevin mentioned to me there is 
a bit of a lack of information as to activity in Artillery Tactical HQ (Arty Tac), so efforts of recollections are more 
than welcome.  
 

                       Also, please feel free to submit to me any factual errors you detect.                                                         
                                               Paul Dickson: 131eyesandears@gmail.com  
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AN	INVESTIGATION	
										181	Days	

	

.	The	Republic	of	Vietnam	Campaign	Medal	(RVCM)		
	
	

We	wait	patiently	for	possible	Government	advice	on	progress	for	continuing	updates	with	regards	to	the	progress	
being	made	with	the	submissions	on	behalf	of	Defense	Force	Members,	who	for	no	reasons	of	their	own,	were	not	
awarded	The	Republic	of	Vietnam	Campaign	Medal	(RVCM).	
										This	matter	has	NOT	concluded	by	any	means	–	we	will	continue	onwards.	
	

Paul	Dickson				
																																																																																																																																			“Nothing	ventured,	nothing	gained.”			
	

 

 
 Mail Call… 
 

 
 

Some New Year thoughts and Messages – thanks to you for your thoughts and wishes…your participation 
keeps us strong - 
 

Phil Connor – “Hi Helen and Paul, wishing you a very belated Christmas and a happy New Year.  
Paul, keep up your brilliant work in keeping the Veteran's tradition alive, without your industrious work and involvement in 
caring for our brothers’ welfare we would be frozen in time.  
To our brothers who are no longer with us may they rest easy knowing they have done their duty.  
UBIQUE Miriam and Phil.” 
 

Barry Guzder – “Happy New Year Dicko, and thanks for keeping us all together. 
Barry Guzder 5714500.” 
 

. Keith Ayliffe – “G'Day All 
 A happy and prosperous New Year to all. 
I was recently going through our membership and noticed a number of you had missed renewing your association 
membership. 
Hopefully this was just an oversight. A lot has happened at your association, such as we are firmly embedded with the 
current unit 20 Regt and a kept up to date with their activities. 
We have a new leadership group under President Russell Hamsey, Secretary Steve Wynne and Treasurer Sean Voss 
plus a very diverse Committee. 
We have instigated a group we call Representatives who can be contacted through our Website, their tasks include 
running and conduct of our bi-annual reunions and keeping our members in their area up to date with the latest. They 
also have the authority to conduct small gatherings of their own. They have the authority to assist with recruiting. 
Terry Erbs has been appointed as our Webmaster and has been bringing the Website up to current standard. The 
Website is well worth a look to gain knowledge on your Association. 
Our Membership forms have now been updated where there is no need for downloads simply fill them out online and 
press submit at end. Even the payment has been upgraded, for those still a member we have added a perpetual 
membership which you only need to pay once for basically life membership (Must be a member to do this) 
Anyway, this is just an update Website: -  https://www.locatingartillery.org/ 
All the best 
Keith.” 
 
 
Bill Taggart (1st/83rd) – “Paul,  
I really liked your Poem in the new E&E, it hit home with me, as it will with many others, I am sure.  
I spent my 20th and 21st Birthday in Vietnam, but I share your thoughts on all of this. It took a very long time to find many 
of our brothers but it was life altering for me. 
Happy New Year my friend and best wishes to the entire 131 gang for a Happy and Healthy New Year! Bill.” 
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Mail Out          I started this in September, 2017 and have decided to continue running down the 
alphabet of names and sending some emails to blokes in general to say g’day and just to generally keep in 
touch. A lot of the blokes I’ve never met, so it’s just to keep some connection alive. Plus, it’s good to keep 
in touch, even sporadically, it may help to avoid any unpleasant unforeseen surprises. 
 

   Mail In - Here are the responses… 
 

 

. Wade Cooper- “Dear Paul, 
Good to hear from you. 
All good here – busy end to the year – back to WA with the girls to visit the family. Harvest best on record, and the sun 
was out.  
Lots of rain in the north of WA, some epic flooding! And flooding in the east coast too.  
Well done on the eBook – I’ll have a poke around later.  
Ah shit – hopefully the teeth are on the mend! Reminds me… I think I have a filling coming up!  
Happy New Year. 
Wade.” 
 

. Phil Connor – “Hi Paul and Helen, greetings for a bright and wonderful New Year. Everything is going OK here on the 
Sunnie Coast at the moment. We have had various weather patterns since early December 2022. Good to msg with you, 
back and forth, over the Chrissie break. We had a good Chrissie and New Year. From early Dec., we had a number of 
relatives, at different times, visiting us. Great times. Now the last of them have returned to their abode and it is now a 
great quiet time here. There is the usual 'over abundance' of holiday makers around this time on the Coast but we are 
back from the surf sufficiently to not have them 'in our backyard.' And we go out to the surf in 5 to 10 minutes. Our son 
and family, in the States, have snow up to their knees at this time. With relatives, we went down to Kings beach, 
Caloundra for the NYE fireworks and, whilst not the Syderknee spectacular, it was very good.  
Anyway, good to catch up over recent times, and till next time, Cheers to you and Helen.” 
 

. John Bayford – “Hi Paul, 
Thanks for the email. I know nothing about ebooks so I'll have to look into that. Congratulations on the book though. 
My family are all well and have been down to stay over the holidays. The weather has been cold and wet until now 
although we are now experiencing daily temperatures similar to your winter temperatures in the mid 20s. 
I'm just about to head out for a round of golf so I'll catch you next time. 
All the best, John.” 
 

. Mike Butler – “Hi Paul 
Michelle and I are well - just had a fairly busy Xmas/New Year. Had the 3 kids and families over on Boxing Day but didn't 
do much on New Year’s Eve.  
Have got the caravan serviced and ready to go when the weather cools down a bit (39C today!!!) - probably going to 
Robe in South Australia for a couple of weeks. 
The local VVAA is still going strong but the numbers were down at the Xmas Party we attended at the local Box Hill RSL. 
Covid still seems to be having an impact and we are still wearing masks in crowded areas - nobody, least of all the 
government, seems to be too worried about the fact that an average 21 people are still dying every day in Victoria.  
Been busy looking after the garden in the hot weather but haven't been doing a lot of socialising.  
Still thinking about where and when to go for our usual annual reunion with half a dozen ex-131ers (which we haven't had 
for 3 years!).  
Not a lot more to tell. Cheers, Mike Butler.” 
 

. Nick Armstrong – “Hello Paul and Helen 
Thank you for your New Year wishes.   
Christmas was a normal, quiet occasion here.  We usually have a family Christmas meal in early December. It is usually 
quite small, with one son in Narrogin (WA), and one in Launceston (Tas).  We do not expect them to come. Our daughter 
on a farm one hour north, near Arno Bay, usually comes with her children. With a late starting harvest, husband, Gavin 
was occupied with ‘Farm Duties’, and could not attend. 
The early Christmas dinner has been a tradition from when we lived in Port Augusta, and our family began to 
grow.  Annual Leave was difficult to plan while working for a small earthmoving contractor. In the 1970’s, the only certain 
break from work was between the Friday before Christmas, and the Monday following New Year’s Day.  Both Robin and 
my extended family lived in the Adelaide metropolitan area. Our children got to open their presents on Christmas Day and 
the following day we packed and travelled to Adelaide to renew family contacts. With one three-year-old and a newborn, 
loading and concealing presents for a grand opening in Adelaide was ‘doable’, but as they grew older, maintaining the 
Father Christmas position became too difficult. 
This year, our eldest grandson, Lewis, (twelve). came alone from Narrogin, to renew contact with his twin cousins, Caitlin 
and Estelle, who are eleven. It was an interesting logistical exercise, being Lewis’ first aeroplane trip.  As a twelve-year-
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old, he was able to fly unaccompanied on Jetstar.  Lewis’ father and two brothers saw him off from Perth Airport, and 
Robin and her brother met him at Adelaide Airport at 10.30pm. They all spent the next day exploring Adelaide, and the 
following day, drove to North Shields, the long way through Port Augusta. Driving time is about seven hours!  
Lewis’ time with his cousins was a great success, with time passing quickly before making the return trip to Adelaide. The 
return flight with Jetstar was a lesson in modern air travel for Lewis. His scheduled flight from Adelaide was cancelled, 
with no explanation. The next available flight was two days later. To complicate matters, Jetstar wanted to see a copy of 
Lewis’ birth certificate, which he had not needed on the first leg of his return ticket? I do not know what a copy of a birth 
certificate would prove. It does not prove that the holder is the person described. I believe the only explanation the 
counter staff offered was that they were not the Perth counter!  Lewis finally returned home two days later. 
Unless limited time is a factor, my choice is to use any method but flying. Flight delays and cancellations seem to have 
become more common recently. I do not know how long the airlines can blame Covid before they need a different 
excuse? 
School Bus driving may be about to return to de facto full time again. The permanent driver on my last relief job has 
resigned after about two months. Hopefully it will not be another year finding a replacement. 
Fire season is back for another few months. No fires nearby yet, but plenty of fuel. Strong winds, and dry thunderstorms 
keep everyone waiting anxiously. Hopefully, season breaking rains arrive by the end of April and we can relax somewhat. 
A reminder of growing old is when you discover tradesmen no longer do some traditional tasks. My 1997 Land Rover 
Discovery 1 requires a small area of body rust removed. Simple request, just book the car in with a local crash 
repairer. Not so simple, they are not interested; just do panel replacement for insurance claims. I am hoping I have found 
a panel beater in Tumby Bay, who works from a tin shed. He said is prepared to have a look. 
I had a similar experience some years ago when I had a galvanised water tank leaking joint requiring some 
attention. Plumbers used to do that, but not anymore! Apparently, they do not do soldering at Trade School now. 
Enough from me for now. Best wishes for the new year and keep vertical. 
Cheers, 
Nick.” 
 

Ron Evans – “Buenos dias Paul, this is Mook reporting in. Not that there is much to report. My health is fairly good for 
a 77-year-old.  
The energy levels are scraping along the bottom but I have a very low-maintenance residence and there isn't really 
anything that doesn't get done. And so I spend my time in mental exercise and the pursuit of superficial diversion. 
I have always had a love of facts and the recording of things. Hence, I have a list of all the momentous things which have 
occurred throughout my fairly un-momentous life. And the thing is, I haven't made even one entry for the last decade or 
more. Nothing much is happening.  
And on that exciting note I will sign-off and send my very best wishes to you.  
Mook.” 
 

    Notice Board – Hey, see what’s coming up? 
      There’s plenty of room for notices – has anyone got or getting any events planned?  
                                        Just send an email and I’ll post it. Ed 

 

A	Small	‘Reconnection’	Event!	
Paul	Dickson	aka	‘Dicko’/‘Ed’	is	going	to	be	in	Sydney	and	sent	the	following	email	to	a	couple	of	the	Assoc	blokes	
–		
“Just	thought	I'd	give	you	plenty	of	time	to	make	up	excuses	for	non-attendance!	
I'm	actually	coming	to	Sydney	in	March	-	we've	had	a	change	of	plans	and	a	need	to	come	to	Sydney	-	originally	it	
was	going	to	be	Melbourne/Brisbane	only.	
How	does	the	Royal	Exhibition	Hotel	in	Chalmers	St	on	the	cnr	of	Devonshire	St	work,	say	about 1230	on	24th	
March?	I	Look	forward	to	hearing	from	you.”	
Well,	amongst	the	response	was	one	from	Grahame	Dignam	–		
“I	took	up	your	invitation	and	tried	to	think	of	a	good	excuse	NOT	to	attend	but,	bugger	it,	my	social	life	isn’t	great	to	
the	moment	so	I	will	commit	early!	
Dicko	doesn't'	drop	in	every	other	day	you	know!!!!	
I	will	do	an	email	to	the	NSW	members	and	friends	and	back	that	up	with	a	reminder	closer	to	the	date.”	
So,	if	you’re	not	doing	anything	on	that	date	and	would	like	to	catch	up	–	I	sincerely	look	forward	to	seeing	you!	
Could	you	send	Grahame	Dignam	an	email	at	sectreas131locators@gmail.com	if	you’re	planning	an	appearance	as	
he	might	have	to	book	two	more	chairs!	
	

Paul	
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Committee members:  
              President – Allen Morley, Vice President – Bert Blink, Treasurer/Secretary – Grahame Dignam, 
Webmaster – Bob Billiards, Research Officer – Ernie Newbold, Designs and Development Officer – Nick Proskurin,    
                                                     Eyes & Ears Editor – Paul Dickson 
                                        General members – Ian Amos, Ged Carroll, George Lane.  
                        Regional Representatives: ACT – Bert Blink, Qld – Terry Erbs, SA - Geoff Blackwell,  
                                                Vic – Alan Adams, Vic Nth – Ron Mason, WA -  Barry Guzder                                                                        
                                                                http://www.131locators.org.au  

 

 

 
    https://www.facebook.com/groups/131divlocbtyraa 
 

Presidential perambulations 
A new year seen in with lots of possibilities. And, of course, some distractions and disappointments. 
On New Year’s Day, Diane and I headed to NZ to catch up with our daughter and grandkids. In the 
baggage area, near carousel 1, there was a huge collection of bags, suitcases and goods. Not 
hundreds, but thousands of unclaimed luggage of all forms stacked in shelving and around the walls. 
At the time, I figured that many would never find their owners. Now with the flooding of the 
terminals after a major storm this week the task of returning them correctly must have just become 
harder. 
We visited the picturesque town of Napier, which is renowned for its Art Deco buildings. In 1931, an 
earthquake of 7.8 made a real mess of the centre of town. The decision was made to rebuild in the 
Art Deco style. Well worth a visit if any traveller is in the area. 
January was a sad month for 131. We lost three veterans – Ivan Mills, Ray Smith and John I’Anson. 
Their vales appear later in this edition. 
Regards, 
Allen 
 

	

.	Upcoming	Events	Calendar	–	
131	Locators	Association	Committee	Meeting		
Date:	Tuesday,	14th	February	,	2023	at	1100hrs																							Venue:	to	be	advised	
																														Also,	available	via	Zoom	link	to	be	advised	
	

 

 
. Birthdays in the Battery...February – 1 
 

Date Name Regt No SVN In SVN Out Comments 
1 JIM MENZ 38838 10 10 1967 18 02 1968 † 18.02.1968 KIA 
2 ROGER McDONNEL 2784019 04 05 1967 20 02 1968   
3 ROBERT GIBSON 2787361 29 01 1968 07 02 1969 † 02.03.2021 
3 EDWARD HENSON 2788331 16 09 1968 27 08 1969   
4 OLAF ASMANIS 3796272 27 11 1969 05 11 1970   
5 IAN YERBURY Capt. 43129 {05 05 1967 05 03 1968 131 † 1989 

  "   "    {05 02 1971 18 11 1971 12 Fd REGT   
5 RICHARD FLAVELL 3791902 23 09 1968 04 06 1969   
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5 GEORGE CLARK 2412252 {20 01 1969 21 01 1970   
  "    "   {09 01 1967 27 09 1967 1 ARU/131 

5 STEPHEN HALL 4720327 27 11 1969 13 08 1970   
6 WAYNE WHITEHEAD 3791969 N/A     
6 MICK HABBEN 3788307 05 05 1967 20 12 1967 † 26.12.2022 
7 LINDSAY BLACK Sgt. 213794 30 04 1970 04 08 1970 131   † 2009 

  "     "   05 08 1970 12 03 1971 4 Fd REGT    
8 ROBERT RAMSAY 2788108 16 09 1968 27 08 1969   
8 IAN CAMPBELL 3798378 10 02 1971 07 06 1971 131 

  "    "   07 06 1971 30 10 1971 12 Fd REGT  
9 WILLIAM HOLMES 61040 1969 1969 † Unknown 
9 GEOFF WOOD 2783898 04 05 1967 13 12 1967 † 26.04.2007 
9 CHRIS ARMSHAW 2781291 04 05 1966 27 10 1966 † 10.02.1970 
9 GARY WORRALL 43796 20 05 1966 29 04 1967   
9 NEVILLE HASTINGS 1730813 20 05 1966 03 03 1967   

10 ERIC WILLIAMS 1735449 13 02 1970 04 02 1971   
10 GRAHAME SMITH 2792939 30 05 1970 26 05 1971   
11 DENNIS MALLOY 3795057 22 07 1969 16 07 1970   
11 DESMOND BAILEY Sgt 18687 13 05 1967 14 05 1968 RAEME - Radar 
12 ROSS GUNNELL 5714499 05 05 1967 27 09 1967   
12 LEIGH  KINGSLEY BAKER 3789657 10 06 1967 23 04 1968 † 26.05.2022 
12 ANTHONY SHELDRAKE 5716358 04 11 1969 13 08 1970   
14 ERNEST NEWBOLD 2783771 04 05 1967 30 01 1968   
14 KEVIN HEENAN 3794777 27 11 1969 13 08 1970   
14 MARCUS ROBINSON 2791229 20 01 1970 13 08 1970   
16 DAMIAN McMANUS 3787689 20 05 1966 29 05 1967   
16 LUIGI LANERA  3795443 25 11 1969 12 11 1970 RAEME 
16 TERENCE HUNT 3792120 19 02 1968 21 02 1969   
17 ADRIAN SPENCER 3794631 28 10 1969 13 08 1970   
18 TERENCE McMANIS 44277 30 05 1970 09 10 1970   
21 WILLIS (BILL) WIGHT 2Lt. 39136 12 01 1967 23 04 1968   
23 GEOFFREY JEBB WO2 24660 12 04 1968 16 04 1969   
23 GRAEME SALTER 3792618 16 09 1968 27 08 1969   
23 GRAEME JENNION 3796241 24 03 1970 04 03 1971   
24 GREG GREEN 2784565 04 05 1967 12 12 1967   
24 ALBERT JACKA 39856 16 12 1969 11 03 1971 AACC 
25 ROBERT MILLER 36499 05.11.69 & 08.4.70 28.11.69&02.08.70 † 29.12.17 RAEME 
27 DONALD PERRY WO2 38675 15 04 1970 19 11 1970   
28 PARICK GOWANS LT COL 57036 09 09 1965  19 09 1965 † 26.06.22 Visit 

  "           "   11 03 1971 04 01 1972 AATTV   
28 NORBERT KROLL 218285 27 11 1969 05 11 1970   
28 BRIAN LESLIE MITCHELL 2412582 14 03 1968 26 03 1969   
28 KIM MCGRATH 2795249 N/A N/A   

 

*Above colour background coding explanation  – Red – financial Locator, Yellow – located Locator, Black – passed 
Locator, Blue – honorary Member, White – NOT Located Locator. 
 
 

Ed – 11 blokes not highlighted isn’t great! Ok, let’s get into it and actively get out there locating a few more!  
. Locator Profiles – we’ve received 175 and we’ve sent out 175. Ed – Maybe we need to draw in a deep one so as 
to hold our breaths for a while longer. 
 
. Located… 
Have a look at the Association’s web site - http://www.131locators.org.au – you might find some lost mates or get in touch 
with us and see if we can for you.     
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Vale 
 

 
 

                 Name:  Mills, Ivan Trevathan 
      
          Service No: 213051     Rank: Staff Sergeant 
   

           SVN In: 01 02 1969    SVN Out: 05 11 1969    
      

           DoB: 07 09 1934               DoD: 09 01 2023 
 
                            Lest We Forget 

 
 

. Kevin Browning – “Hi Paul, 
Certainly, sad news about Ivan but he has not been well for some time.  
Ivan was the Survey Sergeant replacing John Brewer in January 1969 and later an instructor on Loc Wing. He had had 
previous service in Malaya. 
I first met him on the Survey course that began in January 1968. Both he and Bill Finlay were students with us but when 
we returned to the unit after the course they both remained at the School to complete the Level 2 course. Following that 
they both arrived at the unit, Bill as the Survey Sergeant and Ivan the second sergeant awaiting posting to Vietnam. In 
Vietnam Ivan also had Jock Gunn assisting, Jock being the 1 Fd Regt Survey Sergeant who made up numbers in the 
Sound Ranging Command Post but also did a lot of the Survey work as well.   
Ivan came to my wedding and in later years we would occasionally see each other. He was interested in Morris vehicles 
but hopefully someone else can fill you in on that interest. He was a very nice chap, short but you wouldn’t want to cross 
him. He had attended the PTI course and was a handy boxer.  
As you will see in one of the attached photos he smoked roll your owns (at a time before you added to the content). Both 
photos attached were given to me by Graeme Owen. One photo shows us operating the PIM, label indicates individuals. 
Regards, Kevin.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At left - Ivan standing at left, then me, Jeff Schafer 
sitting.        
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
At right - “Secret Men’s Business” Operating the new 
PIM thingamajig! (Kevin Browning’s “Baby”!) also Jim 
Lockhart in front, Ivan Mills and Jeff Schafer. 
and Jim Lockhart, chap in front unknown. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

. Bill Tagart (1st/83rd) – “May he rest in peace. Bill.” 
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Vale 
 

Ernie Newbold sent the following notice –  
“G'day Paul, 
Sad news today received from George Lane advising that Ray Smith passed away this morning in hospital in Northern 
Tasmania (15th January 2023). 
Ray served at Nui Dat with the Detachment Pioneers from 20th May 1966 to 2nd May 1967 I have posted a notice on the 
131 Locators Facebook page today to notify the readers of Ray's passing. 
Regards, Ernie.” 
 
 

 
 

                 Name:  Smith, Raymond John 
      
          Service No: 3787666     Rank: Gunner 
   

           SVN In: 20 05 1966    SVN Out: 02 05 1967    
      

           DoB: 03 05 1945               DoD: 15 01 2023 
 
                            Lest We Forget 

 

Charles Brewer – “Thanks Paul....being ex 133 Div Loc I didn't know Raymond. 
So, good that he is honoured & recognised. 
RIP Raymond, & Grace & Peace for his family 
Ubique Paul...from a wonderful Coffs Coast. 
Charles.” 
 

Bill Taggart (1st/83rd) – “My time and Ray’s crossed the same timeframe at Nui Dat, may he rest in peace.  Bill.” 
 

Ray’s Locator Profile… 
 

Locator Profile 
 

Surname: Smith   Given Name: Raymond Nickname: Smithy (a.k.a. “fang”) DOB: 03.03.1945 State of Origin: Victoria     
 

What did you do before the Army: I was a Postie at West Footscray, Victoria before call up.  
 

Army service dates from:  29.09.1965     to   28.09.67       Regt No:   3787666     
 

If National service, then Intake:   2nd   If served in SVN, then dates: 20.05.1966   to   02.05.1967 
 

What was/were your location/s in Nui Dat: Bravo Radar (call sign 21B) 
 

What were the dates you were at those locations: as above. 
 

Who were you there with at those locations: George Lane, Laurie Gallop, Lofty Hayes, Lt Opie, Sgt. Halliday, Ron 
Mason, Lawrie Sawyer, John McGregor, Helmut Lempa and Allan Campbell   
 

What did you do after the Army: Again, a Postie for 28 years at East Bentleigh and then a Night Sorter at South 
Caulfield Victoria for 5 years until retirement at 55 years 
 

What city / town do you live in now: Happily residing at Newstead, Tasmania 
 

                         
Marching Out Parade - Pucka. Recruit Smith R.J.     Living quarters Nui Dat - Bravo radar is in there somewhere 
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The new C.P. Base hole                  Ron Mason, inspecting trench      Ron Mason, Lawrie Sawyer                                                                                                              
                                                          - Bravo radar                                     Lofty Hayes 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sawyer, Hayes and Mason.         That trio again, Sawyer, Hayes and Mason     
 
                                                                      

                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Self – on duty, Bravo Radar                                 "Baldy" Nairn - Bravo radar 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           Ron Mason - Time for a sip of brew                                       Self - Bravo radar     
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Vale 
 

Keith Ayliffe forwarded the following information on John’s passing – “ 
The Passing of John Paul I’Anson, 2787424 Gnr SVN 67- 68 Member of Radar at Fire Support Base "Coral" 

I am told John had a heart attack. 
John Lived in Thailand, made frequent trips back, keeping in touch with his radar mates - Doc Sheedy, Ian Finlay, John 
Bristow, Keith Ayliffe, Wal Franklin and Gordon Malcom. 
Wal Franklin is in touch with Ian's son Gavin and will forward on any further information. 

RIP John 
Keith.” 
 
 Some updated emails – 
 

Gavin I’Anson (John’s son) – “Just wanted to give you an update. Dad passed from an aneurysm in his abdomen. He 
passed at 12.56pm Thai time on Wednesday 18th January 2023.” 
 
Wally Franklin – “John was cremated in Thailand with great respect his ashes will come back to Sydney as soon as 
possible there will be a service possible at Northern Suburbs Crematorium will inform when family can arrange.” 
Kind Regards 
Wally Franklin OAM. JP. 
 
Some photos of the funeral/crematorium service in Thailand where John lived –  
 

   
 
 
 

 
 

                 Name:  I’Anson, John Paul 
      
          Service No: 2787424     Rank: Gunner 
   

           SVN In: 12 04 1968    SVN Out: 18 04 1969    
      

           DoB: 06 06 1945               DoD: 18 01 2023 
 
                            Lest We Forget 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John, on Left, with Wal Franklin 
 
Photo – Keith Ayliffe and Wally Finlay              
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John’s Locator Profile… 
 

Locator Profile 
 

Surname:   I’Anson   Given Name:   John Nickname:    DOB:   06.06.45    State of Origin:   NSW     
                            
What did you do before the army: I was a Sales Rep for a number of companies including Johnson & Johnson 
 

Army service dates from:  12.07.67         to   11.07.69           Regt No:   2787424    National Service Intake:  9th  
 

If served in SVN, then dates: from   12.04.68    to   18.04.69 
 

Battery/s Activity/s (Bty/s served in, Sections of Bty/s worked in, locations, dates etc): I was in radar but can’t 
remember whether alpha or bravo I spent a lot of time at both. My first operation was FSB Anderson then on to Coral. All 
other Ops are a blur but Coral is vivid in my memory. Although the Op where Bubs Mitchell and I were sentenced to 7 and 
10 days, for me, in gaol comes to mind often. 
 

Who were you in the service with: Some top blokes Wally Franklin, Ian “fin” Finlay, Doc Sheedy, Johnny Bristow, 
“Bubs” Mitchell, Ken Jones, Larry Bridge, Vic Claxton and of course the unforgettable Bdr “Bones” Gordon and Tony 
Coutts both gone now. Lt Williams and I had some differences, some serious, but now we are friends  
 

Last Rank:   Gnr 
 

What did you do after the army: Immediately after discharge I went overseas and ended up in Africa for 4 years - I then 
returned to Australia got married had 2 kids then divorced. Then I got real smart and married again and of course 
divorced again. The type of luck I have had in marriage is – “if it rained film stars I would get Lassie...” 
 

Anything else of interest: I now live in Thailand it is a wonderful place, cost of living very cheap and you are surrounded 
by the most beautiful women in the world.  I should have come here years ago. I also spend some time in Cambodia 
where I do some work for the poorer schools there. I am planning a trip into Vietnam later this year I will cross the 
Mekong at Nakhon Phanom in Thailand through Laos into Vietnam at Hue thus avoiding Saigon 
 

What city / town do you live in now: I live in a medium size city called Chanthaburi which is 240 kilometres south east 
of Bangkok and then a 2-hour’s drive from the Cambodian border 
 

Photo/s: I am sorry Paul my photos are in Australia with my kids 
 

 
 
Ian Amos – “Hi Paul, 
Sad to learn of the death of John. I served with him at Bravo 
Radar.  
 
At left is a photo of John with Gordon Malcolm and Keith 
Ayliffe doing what we all did a lot of in the army... waiting. 
 
Ian.”  
 
 
 
 
Rieny Nieuwenhof – “RIP gunner. Rieny.” 
 

Bill Taggart (1st/83rd) – “May he rest in Peace, Lest We Forget. Bill.  
 

Philip Sheedy – “Here’s a few good shots of John for you. Regards, Philip Sheedy.” 
 

 
 
At left: 1990 Sydney Reunion L-R “Bones” Gordon, Ken Jones, 
John, Wal Franklin 
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                                                   At right: 2008, John with Phil Perrin     
                                                                                           

                                                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
At left: 2009, John on far left. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                

2013 Anzac Day, Hellfire Pass – L-R John Bristow, John  
                                                                               and Doc Sheedy  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                             May they ALL Rest in Peace, and Never be Forgotten. 
          

131 Locators Association is always on the lookout for new financial members. With the establishment of the  
    web site we continue to be burdened with the ongoing cost of maintenance etc and we need to be able to  
                                                            support this effort equally.  
So, if you’re a non-financial Associate receiving emails and the Eyes & Ears regularly you could bite the bullet  

     and email Grahame Dignam:sectreas131locators@gmail.com and he could forward you the relevant forms to join - 
Memberships are available for 1 year or longer deposit a DONATION direct ( add your name)  to the associations account at 
              "A/c Name: 131 Locators Association Inc.   Bank: Westpac, Kingsgrove NSW BSB No: 032 166 A/c No: 264133" 
 

                                                                   Hope we hear from you? 
 

                                      Website: http://www.131locators.org.au 
 

 

 
 
. Other related sites... 
. Locating, Surveillance & Target Acquisition Association...  
 

 

  

LOCATING, SURVEILLANCE & TARGET ACQUISITION ASSOCIATION 

The Eyes and Ears of The Battlefield 
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Australian Artillery Association – www.australianartilleryassociation.com 

   www.artilleryhistory.org 

 

  
                                                                                                                              
Website link - http://www.vvaa.org.au/ 
 
 
Website link - http://www.dva.gov.au/Pages/home.aspx 
 

. VETERAN’S AFFAIRS WEBSITE 
The Dept of Veteran’s Affairs has launched a new mental health initiative to assist veteran’s experiencing the affects 
of mental illness and their families. Providing information and fact sheets about understanding mental illness, links 
and contact information for accessing support, and online resources for health professionals, this website focuses on 
helping veterans identify early warning signs of mental illness to effectively manage their mental illness and seek 
treatment.      For more info or to access, please visit www.at-ease.dva.gov.au 
 
. 1st Battalion 83rd Artillery...  

 

 
Dedicated to the men of the 1st Battalion 83rd Artillery who served in Vietnam from 1966-1971. 
We left Fort Sill in October 1966 for Vietnam.  We originally were at Bear Cat, Nui Dat and Xuan 
Loc.  We later were in many other locations in Vietnam.  We also welcome our Australian and 
New Zealand Allies to whom we owe so much. 
It is also dedicated to those members of the 1/83rd who did not return. We will never 
forget their sacrifice. Website: http: www.1stbn83rdartyvietnam.com  

 
 
 
 
The Royal New Zealand Artillery Association                                                                         
http://www.rnzaa.org.nz/ 

  
                Editor contact email: 131eyesandears@gmail.com   Ed – Paul ‘Dicko’ Dickson 

All material that is included in Eyes and Ears, official Newsletter of the 131 Locators Association Inc remains the property of 131 
Locators Association for its sole use. Prior written authorisation for the use of any material whatsoever contained in the 
Newsletter must be sought from 131 Locators Association Inc. Any material approved for use by third parties must acknowledge 131 
Locators Association Inc as the source. No responsibility is accepted for unsolicited manuscripts, illustrations or photographs, or for 
the accuracy of information contained in the text of Eyes and Ears.  
 
 


